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BUSIECT 3 () HMABEGGER CASE

« (UY JORNAL DO PRASIL (JB) OF MAY B REPORTED RIO

ARD INAL EUGENIO SALES® COMPLAINT REGARDING PUBLICATION
Y THE MABAZINE I5T0Q E OF THZ CONTENIS OF FIRST OF

HREE LETTERS HE HWAD SENT TO THE WIFL OF ARGENTINE
OURNALIST NORBERTO HABBEGER, WHO DISAPPEARLD IN RIO

N EaARLY AUGUST 1978.

(U MRS. HABBEGER CONTACTED CARDINAL SALES AT
ECET LATIN AMERICAN EFISCOPAL CONFERENCE IN
UESLA, FOLLOWINE WHICH HE WROTE T0 HER ASKING THAT SHE
VISE HIM OF ANY PLANS SHE MIGHT HAVE TO VISITING
RAAZIL S0 THAT HE COULD HAVE a CLERIC MEET HER AT THE
IRPORT AND ESCORT HMER TD A LDCAL CONVENT. HIS CONCERR
0% HER SAFETY wAS BECAUSE OF TARGENTIHE POLICE®
OCATED IN RIG. THE LETTER WAS FIRST DIVULGED IN MEXICO.

. (U) ACCORING TO JB ARTICLE (APPARENTLY QUOTING
JSTO E> HASBEGSER ARRIVED RIO JULY 31, 1578, FROM
MEXICO USING ALIAS HECTOR ZSTERAN CUELLO. IMMEDIATELY
FTER ARRIVAL HE PHONEZD HIS WIFE: LAST TIME SHE HEARD
m HIM wWAS ON AUGUST 3. SHZ BELISVES HE waS KIDNAPPED -
Y ARGENT INE POLICE, "POSSIBLY WITH TH HELP OF
RAZIL1aN POLICE.™ BRAZILIAN JUSTICE MINISTRY, IN -
ESPONSE TO MER INQUIRY, YAS VERIFIZD THAT HE ENTERED
ZIL JULY 3, BUT HAS NO RECORD OF HIS DEPARTURE,
EITYER NAME. MRS. HABBEGEZR ACKNOWLEDGED HER HUSBAND
5 SCCRETARY OF THTZ POLITICAL BRANCH OF THE PZRONIST
DNTONERD MOVEMENT,
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A UNHCR REPRISENTATIVE SAYS HE HAS NO INFORMATION
N THIS CASE, HASBEGER NOT BEING A MANDATED

UREE AND NZITHER HZ NOR MRS. HADBEGER HAVING ZVER
PPROACHED THE UNHCR IN RIO.

. W COMMENT : THOUGH IT HAS NOT YET GEZNERATED MUCH
FUSLICITY, THIS CASE COULD CONCEIVASLY DEVELOP INTO ANOTHER
FAUSE CELEPRRN LIKZ THME LILIAN CILIBEZRTI/UNIVERSINDO

IaZ XIDMAPPING CASE I% PORTO ALEGRE. THE CARDINAL

AS LONG BEEN ACTIVE IN ASSISTANCZ TO ARCENTINE REFUGEES,

SURJECT THMAT HE HAS MZNTIONED IN SEVERAL CONERSATIONS

ITH ME., IN AT LEAST ONZ CONVEIRSATION, ON JANUARY 25,

973, HE BROUGHT THE SUBJECT UP AND EXPRISSED CONCERN

NER DPERATIONS AGAINST REFUGEES IN RIO BY ARGENTINE

0L ICE ACTING, HE SURMISED, OUT OF THE ARCENTINE

SULATE,

-
EMHBASSY CONCURS. -
- DEXTER llE

Tolapeumog( ) T

e

GTE CHRISTOPHER
- Mk

CIF18%

\-47’1.' fa




