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Within a few hours, I will take refuge in the Enbessy of & democratic country,

vhose governpent respects the standards of condvet which puide civilized netions, .
Before I 6o, I feel obliged to write you tlds letter. I do rvot kpow if you will

resd ii, but I ihivk you weuld find it weeful to do so. ) i '

Almost three years sgo, as a result of political events in Uruguay, three Uruguayans
—Hector Gutierrez Ruiz, Zelmar Fichelini and I—entrusted our safety and that of

out farilies to the protection of the nrgentine flag; so did thousends of our fel-

low countrymen. Since we placed our trust in the nation itself, it mattered little - .
to us then or afterwards what government or political party was in power in your
country. It had always been this wey. Wdhen we—I speak in the pame of my murdered
countrynen—were part of the Urusuzyen zoverrment, we accepied in our country

Argentine refugess of all political and socisl sectors, never asking them whai
“their affilistion was: they were Argentines, and that was sufficient, Christians

and marxists, c.:.v:.l:....,s and scldiers; members of the Radical rarty in 1920; opro-

RN nents of Peron Quring the 1950s; supnorters of Feron from 1955 on; then once more

¢ .7 his oppenenis—all were welcozed and protected in a spirit of brotherly solidarity.

e 077 In welcoming taem, we did not only follow the dictates of our honor; hed we wished

to do otherwise, we would have been ouposed by the eniire country, actirg in accor-
dance with a deeply ingrained national trzdition.
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Always—tnron@out the entire history of our existence es an independent nation—
Argentina has offered the same hospitality to those Uruguayans who have been driven
from their own country by political upheavals. )

.The reason for all this is a simple one: toth of our nations have alweys paid tribute
to the highest values of human solidarity. Wren guesis sre sacred even antong anirals;
when couzon uccency and self-rescect demand that we respect and delend those vhom we
v.elcomp.nto our hozes, now could Argantines and Uruguayans have besnaved less honora-
bly? Thanx God, throughout 211 of cur history, ..oe.._‘.:au.t v has been comldered sa-
cred in both countries of the River Plate. .

Hector Cutierrez is the Speaker of the Uruguayan Clharmber of Deputies. BHe represents -
the Hational rarty there and contirues to do so, no matter whnat has been decreed in
Yontevideo by indivicduals who feed ugon rotting flesh like certain loathsoze animals,
(Only members of the Xatiorial Party——slancos, as we Uruguayans call thex,~can decide
who becones c¢r ceases to ve & party member; enezies of the party or of the nation
have no such authority. ) Ke was 43 years old, and the head of a wonderful Christian
family; he had a wife and five cnlluren S:ane 1973, all of them had lived in Buenos
Aires.

Zelmar 'uchelm:. is the father of ten chlldren, since 1973, he too worked from sunrise
to sunsel here in Buenos Aires to support his wife and his younger children, and to
help the older ones—all of thewm, still very young., as a Dewuty, a iiinister, a Se-
nator, he alwWays belonged to a different political rarty than did Gutierrez Ruiz and
I. But he vas immeusely respected by &ll of us, and for many years he has been one
of -our dearest friends.

I have spent ny entire life in polities, kr. Pres 1uent close .to these men: one
sat at my side; the other sat opposite ze. Eut we never disagreed about the need
fo struggle against all forms of un.]u.d: violence, of vhatever origin, and to preserve

ARGENTINA PROJECT (5200000044) , , )
US. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/APS - g - soF17g -
" Margaret P. Grafeld, Director . . , 21/185
Release . ( )Excise ( )Deny ) i T
emption(s): ‘
Declassify: () In Part «( dinFull- . ‘ ) o ‘ '
¢ )Clzss;.fyas ()Extendas ()Downgradeno oo Cme T ' o
o— Reason : . ’ o L

. Date Dedlassify on




"

the freedop nnd dignlty of all human beings, I am certain that if the .three of us

.were: Oﬁllged to live outside off our country, it was precisely because those who
-rule Uruguay today &are deterained -to erradicate the violence of others, but to ex=~

tend their own vioclence to horrifying extrenea.

Mr. President, I will not rscount the tragic c¢ircunstances surrbunding the murder of

the two countrymen of whom I speaks I imow that your Zxcellency is perfectly familiar

with those circumstances, bovsuse they have been publicized by a few neuspapers; be-—
cause they were denounced to you by tie two widows at & tiue whén, &s we now Lnow,

“fheir husbands were still alive; because your Press (ffice issued a comzunigud

which expressed the concern of the Executive Branch at what was eughemisticslly re-
ferred to as the “disappezrance of journszlists™ and-made public your intcantion to
undertale en exhaustive investigation of the facts. After their bodies were found,
the same concern and the caze intenticn to investigate vere reiterated by the same
parties,

Theae arethe Tacts which you, lr. Presicdent, have the Tight and the obllgatlon to
¥know

The abduction of Don Becter Gutierrez Ruiz, Speaker of the Uruguayan Chacber of
Deputies, was carried out in the early hours of hg{ 18, at his residence located at
Posadas 1011 (near the corner of Carlos Pellegrini) by a sizesble group of heavily
arued individuals, who acted publicly, deliverately and in a disciilined canner,
They arrived in several white Ford Falcon sedars, identical with those used by the
Federal Police; from their cars, they cormunicatet back and forth radicw~at full
volIuee-—w1th the central headquirters {rom wiich they received thell Ztructions.

" At the same tiue, the actual abducters znd those who recained below shouted back

and forth from the fourta flocr of the dbuilding Yo the street in order to keep every- -~

one informed of the prozress of the “operation”,

The abductors recained for a.full hour at the honme of Guiierrez RJuiz; after hand-

’ cuffing him and ovcrcc:nr.D his wife and his five small childron at gunppint, they

proceeded to sack the azartzent thoroughly end ceihoedically, Faying scant atten-
tion to boozz, letters, documents, ticy took omly objects of value, moncy and—ger-
haps they too have children—the comic booxs of the little ones.

At no time during the abducticn of Gutierrez Ruiz did any police officers from the
nearby precinct a;pear, even though the comnotion caused considerable alarm through~
out the neijhborhood and emong passers-by. The cobassies of regil, France, hucenia,
and Yareel are all located uithin 190 oeters of tihe building; some are & good deal
closer and all are heavily and persansntly guarded, -lione of the guards stationed at
any of these Znbassies intervened either. The abductors entered the puilding, not
through an inconspicucus doorway maried with the pumber 1211, but through the m:in
door which-is located at the coraner of Pasaje Seaver. That door faces the entrance
of another building which is also poruanently guarded, because it contains the re~-
sidences of the prasilian military attzché and Dr. Iarcele Sanchez Sorondo. The
guards on duty there intcrvened brieily but withdrew when tue abductors flashed
credentials identifying themselves as cembers of the police asnd the Armed Forces,
vho~-they claimed--were carrying out “joint operaiims”, Hecior Gutierrez was

taken from hic howme only half-dressed, handcuffed, with a pillowcase over his head;
he was pushed, shoved and otherwise rudely treate;. fils abductors acted without
haste, showing no signs of nervousness; uron leaving they agein used the better
llbhteﬂ nore visible main door thrman woich they had entered, rather than 'the less
conspicuous door which inis time was closest to them—-directly ozposiie them, in
fact, as they left the elevator. Tiey made off with their victim and their ceagre
‘booty, without any interference frOA representatives of the so-called "forces of
order,
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The abduction of Senntor Hichelini wes carried out twoe hours after the evenis just
deseribeg, de must assune that it was carried out by the same individuals whe

"’ kidnapped Gutierres Ruiz, or by others rcceiving ideatical ordersj for the abducters
bad warned Lirs. Gutierrez not to notify "Hichelini and the otner Uryguayans" if she
did not want thes to kil her husband, 90 sake sure that she vould not do zo, they
pulled the telcpuone out of the wall; but they did not hurry as cight have been
expected, bad they had any reasen to Fear that they would be pursued, or thet Hrs.
Gutierres Rudz woild find o vay to sound the 2lat=, In other words, the abductors
behiaved as though they had nothing to fear from military or zolice personnel that
might be waiting for them at the Hotel Liberty, as well might have occurred.

The Hotel Liberty, from vnich Senstor Hichelini war abducted, is located on Corrien~
tes, near the corner of Florida; that corner is the Tiaes Sguuare or the Piccadilly
Circus of Buenos iires. Acroos the strest and one block away, at the comer of
Corrientes and laipd, is whai is perhaps the best guarded public building in the
city: the central offices of LiTTL, the state-ouned telephone conpany, which house
the most isportant internsl and extornel cormundiecsiions network in the argentiine
Republic. Anyons entering that bullding-must show identificstion and be fristed

by military sentinels ermed with sacains guns. In the sawe block, facing Sarodenio B
atrect, is the U3 Iobasey, which is heovily guardsé day and nipght; at least two s :
vehicles with heoovily srued personpel are jarced in Iront of the Zrbassy 2t all i
times, In spite of all this, the sbducltors owce azain acted jublicly,with incradidle
displey and total sssuredness; they were in no hurry, nor did they seen at 51l

anvious to be secrstive. Thzy parked their vehicles in an illsgel manney, occousied
the front of tiae hotel and the well-lit lovby in mililtary feshicn, threatensd all . . i
of the hotel perscmnel al gunscint, vbiained the keys to Senator Lichelini's reexm,
pade the elevaior operetor take tbem upstairs. After entering Usnator Idchelini's
room and foreibly overconing the o gons whe were uith ki, they made the ldenator .
‘get up ard dress, and they blingfoelded bime BRBut they did not go back dovnstaizs
imngdiately;: incicoa, they once sore satied the roux syatemutically, throving every- -
thing they could find into ;iles end tying theu uy in the vedsheets, They allowed
Senator dichelini to ge to the bvathroom, and to feteh the medication which he tosk
habitually, . Sinelly, they took the irist-walenes of Senator Hichelini's sons fran
thes. Only then did they leave, shouting deatii thweads, and egain, wmaking no ellert ,
%o be secretive. . .

A2 of this cormotion took place right aeross the streef from wheve the militery

guard on duty at ZiThL vere stationed. IT none of the pusrds intervened whon they )
saw thot group of individuals arced with pistois, nachine guns and Ithaks shotguns), i
they cap only have reffsincd frem doing so becuausz they Xmesw ithat ihe zbductors

‘were militery or police perscnnel aciing under orders. In such cases and in such - e
tices as these, wilitery contingfents zet on the basis of certainiies, pot “just in '
case", WVere tuis not so, the subversive organizations would lave won out & long time

ago. Iut these ave the facis: for four hours on the merning of Fay 13, a large,

vell-arued gang of kidnavpers and tbugs was.in cozvand of dovmtown Zuenos Aires,

For four hours they rode arcund the downlown srea, cdomitting vicesses, Widnepping

prozinent citiszens of a neighbering country, sacking hozes, ogcusying uajor hotels

at gunpeint, shouting insults and threats: no mesver of the police or the asrmed

forces buthersd to intervepe, or to inform his superiors of these events,

For an hour, the Gutierrez Ruiz fanily losked on in terror as, in the presesnce of
their bound and hooded husband end father, the sparizent wes sacked. They therefars
saw which objects the thieves took with {hwes, and uhich objects they rejected after
touching then with their hunds. KRone of the asseilants wore gloves; they left
Yheir fingerprints all over the aparizent, Some very clear fingerprints wére left
1o places not ordinerily touched by human hsods, fur example, on pictures covered

.




with plass and hung at & considgrsble height; after touching these pictures seversl

. times, the assailants threw them on the floor. They left the saze profusion of

" . fingerprints in the rooms of Scastor Hichelini, once agoin exhibiting the assuredness
of individuals who Jmew they were acting with total jmpunity. :

On the evening of May 20 {less than 48 hours after these events occurred) the
Argentine linicter or Defense steted in separate conversations with two foreign
corvespondents that this was a "Urugusyan operation"; I suot make it clear that at
this point, the per;:etrat{s vere -not Uruguayans., We have been categericsily assured
of tiis by Mru. Gutiervcz fuiz, the two vons of Lenotor ilichelini who were rresent
-at the abduction of their father, tud the perscunel who vwore on duty at the Hotel .
Liverty; these witnesses noted the absence in the speech of the abductors of exyres~

© gions end linguistic idiosyncrssies characteristic of the Spanish spoken in Uruguay,
as well as their ignorince of certain historical facts {for example, who hgaricio
Saravia was) inconceivabdle for any Uruguayan, Thus, I em ccrtain tlmt wien he
referred to o “Uruguayan operaticn®, the liinister of Iefense rust have meant an «
“operation for which {he plans or ordears came {yon Uruguay.”

The families of both viciims tried immediately to loGge an official corzlaint bdefore

the proper autliorities, in order to find out vhere their loved ones wmigat have bieen

{aken, This vas 2 logicel reaction for relztives wao, Taced with what they fock to -
be an official action, wore eager to take vhatover measurss would secure the prompt . i
relesse of tue prisoncrs. what is dncouprehensiile is thet the authoriities should S
have required an official cozplaeint; even if thay were not responsible for the events ;
in question, tiose evenis involved very serious crimes, conmitted in the indilferont -
presence .of nusmerous authorities—crimes widch caused public alarn and--within 3 mat- e
ter of hours-~desp -concern a2ll cover the world, Deuoeratic organizations fron g va-

riety of countries, public figures of all naticnnlities, HMis Eolineses the Fope and

nuzerous governzents (auong waich %izt of tueir cwm country was, of course, not to

Ve found) cate-every possible cifort to ovtain the release of the victims., Iut tae
Argentine governzént deciared that "in certain ceces official corplainis have not

toea lodiged with the rederal Police™. Thst is nol true; ihere were conmglaints, but

the police refined to receive them. Inmmedintely after the first friends arrived st

her house, Hrs. Gutierrcz Ruiz ajpeared at the nearby police precinct, loczted at

Suipacha 1150; there she was categorically refused permission to ledge & complaint,
because—as she was toll~—"1that would be a vaste of paper”, All of this occurred in

the praceane of the representative to Argentina of the U Develoument Progras, who

is an ald friend of the tamily. Under these circumstances, Mrs, Guiierrez went to

the main offices of the Kational Postal and Telegrash Sorvice to send felezrams

to the Hinister of the Interior, the Chiel of Folice, the Commanders~in-Chief of

‘the Army and the 4ir Force, and to you, Mr. President; she was aot persmitied to - ——
send those telegrals because she hed no identity card, It was useless to argue that

the agsailents had taxen her cocumants, aleng with thoce of the reet of her family,

the friencs wno were with her showsd their identity cards, offering to take respon~
sibility for the taxt of the teleprams and the identidy of the cender; bui this was

useless as well. -iirs. Gutigrrez then returned to thé 15th police precinct to lodge

a complaint sbout her stolen documenis; thie fize the police riefused io reccive

her coumplaint, on the grounds thLal those uno stole or "eonfiscszied” her identity card

rigut have been police. 4fter a lonz discussiocn, & coxplaint for “lost" documents

was accepted and with the proper pagers, lirs. Cutierrez was able to refwrn to the

telegraph office.and send ber felegrans. )

Simultaneowsly, the sons of Senator jiichelini and friends vho accoazanied them were
subjected to an ddentical ordeal. Right after the Senater's sbductors withdrew from
iLe Botel Liberty, the concierge, Mr, Kario Frocacci, went to lodge 2 com;laint at.
the first police precinct, located ut Lavalle 451. <The conplaint vas rofused, be-
cause~-s8 he was told~the pelice had been inforwed that several "Jjoint operations”
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.vere being carried out in the neighborhood, snd this must have been one of them, S

¥r. Prococei then stated that in any case, he had {o lodre a cooplaint; he was re-

sponsible for the hotel during the nignt ané hotel property had been stolen. For f

e second tine, the police rufused. OShortly after G:30 4, the elder of the tuo

sons who were with Senator Fichelini at the time of his abduction arprared at the

same police precinct; he attespted to lodge a complaint about his father's abdus-

"tion uné the ther't of proverty belonging to lim and to his brother. For a third ‘
time, the police refused to receive the cowolaiat. and once again, a complaint
regarding stolen or confiscated docuzents had to be chunged to a complaint avout

"lost" documents before it was acceptable.
By niphtfzll on iay 18, the police had not accepted any official cemplaints; no
police officer had shown up at the scene of -either abduction; no federal judge had
ordered that any action or investigaticn be undertaken; no ancwer had been received
to-any of the tolegracs sent--including the ouwe which w&s addressed to you, Wr.
President: the fingerprints -of the criuirals were still waiting to be teken, in s
country where the fingeryrinis of every resident—nationals and foreigners slicte—
are on record in 2 single,centralized File. Althougn st the time neither their
relatives nor their friends lmew it, Zelsar liichelini and Hector Gutierrez Ruis . ;
had oxly 438 ncurs fo live, : : ’ :

On lay 19, when a number of dignitaries in the Argentine police, goveruzent and armed
forces were informed--incredibly—taat riidther the police nor the arwed forces had
particijyated in the arrests, and taat the victizs were not in relice or military
custody, concern ror itheir evontual releaze begzn to turn fo fear that their situstion
might be far wore ssrious than was originally thougnt. At the cave tiumef, we were
informed indcirectly tnet ycu, lr. Presiceat, were serioully concceraed about the -
events in qussiicen, and that you had ordeisd an Investigation, The Zuencs Adres
office of tne UH Liigh Cozmissicncr for DNefugess procented & writ of Dabeas Corpus
‘to the Argentine courts. Helztives O3 DOTR VACILES CONTINUEG ©0 TECelve TEr3nzcS

. of solidarity {rom pullic fijures the worlé over; and the argentine govern—ent
received frém-all over the world vleas tiat huwone priucinles and rocognized stan—
dards of hunan rights be respected. Iy late that nizht, nobody nad apueared to
irspect the places where vhe abductions tad ‘cccurred; to interrogate the nucerous
wWitnesses; to look for clues and zaterial evidence of the identity of the abductors;
to take the fingerprints they had lefi. Had anyone uith autnority undertcke: to
check those fingerprints, the assailants could aave veen identificd in lecs than en
hour and our cousgunions rescued., &t the tize, none of ur kmev whet we now know:
Hector Gutierrec Xuiz and Zelmar MMichelini ware still alive, but they had only 24
hours left to live. Their fewilies had not received answers 1o any of the telecrams  ~~—
they had sent to the authorities. (According to a receipt iusued by the laticnel

Postal and Telszrach berviee, you had received yours, iHr, President, at 7:30 ¥l on

the previous day). ’ :

On liay 20, there sechned to be no new developuwents, except for the increasing anguish
of all~—both relatives and irgentine znd Usruguayen friends who were following the
~events in Buencs aires, and those who continued to send their woving expressions of
solidarity from abrosd. A reliable and confidential scurce had informed us that our
two countrylen were in custody in a militery unit. 5But all official sources persisted
in denying any imouledge of the facts. In the svening, Hinister of Defense Lrigaiier
Hajor {®2) José isria Klix, umade—first to one foreinn corresyondent and then io
another—the ‘incredible stotenent fo whiclh I referred earlier in this letter: "It
was a Uruguayan opzraticn", Tihen, he added—still wore ineredibly——"I still don‘t
¥now if it was official or not". 1 have not the slightest doubt that the Minister




correctly identified those responsible for instiuating, rejuesticg or ordering the
.abductivns upud.subscquent assassinations; but he was risteken about the identity of
the actual perpvetrators. Government officials apd dignitsries from all over the
vorld continued to exprecs their concern to the Avpentine goverzent., The Uruguayasn
government 9%ill hed taizen no of ficizl or unofficizl action an tehndf of these two
distinguished men, nor had they thought it nececsory to even ex ress concern about
their faie, The Argentine courts had not ceen f£it to interveue in any ways they
had undertaien no investigatisn of the circuustances surrourding these sericus and
public offeuses which had cauced concern the world over, and which were by then
notoricus within srzeantina, because Lo Godaidn, the daily for waich Senator Miche-
lini worked as an cditor, had denounced the ebductions repeatediy and demanded an
ivmediate investigation. While the Ducncs Aires flerald followzd suit, the rest of
the press—~including major cailies whose ouners eqd edifors found refugze in Urugusy
in the rour of tieir own exile- ¢id rot. 1ot a single police cificer had arrived
at the scenes of the abductions. Hobody h:d questioned the scorcs of individuals
who saw ihe assailants; or these who saw the docwicnts with which they identified
thenselves; or the superiniendsnt from ihe building on Fosadas sireet whoam they
questioned at length; or the personnel at the Hotel Liverty; or the elevaior operator
wno toox the assailants to the seventh {loor; or the relatives of both victicts
vho had the asszilants in full view during their howrs of anguizh. The fingercriats
of the essailants vere still walting for soncone from the uolice, the couriz, the
goverrent, ihe arrmed forces to corry out the siuple yrocedure——really almost an
administrative tasi--that =might have led to trhe relesse of the prisonera. The
farilies had reccived no answer to their rescages—nd znsver from the Hnister of
the Interior, the Chief of rolice, tic Uoumendors~in-Chief of the Arzmy snd the iir
Force, &id no answer {IOm you, kr. rresidont. They were not avare that =t tuat
very nozent, two men who were and are the pride of oy country, were belny rardered
in the fisgusiing and sordid manner uhich I will noi bother to descrilbe, beocause you
surely xmow the details, and it would be too pzinful for me to go through then

. &4gain,

On Yay 21, wo 1parned of the communiqué issusd by the Press Office ¢f the Executive
JBranchi this only sorved to increase our anguish and our concera. It states as
follows: "Given the disappczrances of Jjournalists during the last few days, which
have caused deep zoncern in many sectors within the nation and abrozd--concern
wiich is siared by the Arcentine goverument—ilinister of the Interior Brigadier
General Albvano Harguindsguy has indorsed us thet he has requested & full report on
said disappearances. Jimilarly, even though in certein cases, the correstornding

.complaints have not been lodged before the Jederwl Police, hie has ordered an ei-

haustive investigation of the cases, known (to hin) by otber means". wnat possible
. reason couid there have been for duscribing as "dicapyeurances of journslists" the
abduction of. two of Uruguay's most outctanding political leadera, well-lmoun on
both sides of the River rleta? Eow could it be claimed that in certain cases, the
corresponding comilaintis had not been lodged, when the victims! relatives had done
nothing since the abductions occurred but go fruitlessly from cne office to another,
trying in viin o find someone wio vould accest their complaints? How could Minise—
ter General Horguindeguy not nave rmoin that at 7:30 ri on the day of +hz stjuctions,
telcgrans sent by relatives of both vietins had been delivered to hig office, and
that under Argentine law, cocplainis sbout (such) offenses are not subject to any
forualities? \hy wac it not recognized that the police and the courts are obliged
ta intervene without official complaints in cases vhere serious crimes have occurred?
Still, at least a idnister had stated publicly for the first timc vhat ustil then
had only been ceid privately and indirecily: scomeone was interested in-investiga-
ting. Tne next few hours proved this to be a lie: by nighifell, neither the police

‘mor officisls of the courts had appeared; everyone knew then that noone would ever

cozie to collect the evidence, and that th: fate of our coupanions was in the hands

.
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af Sofl, VWe heerd that sonme REUSEADETS and nexs agencivs had received -cowmmmigués,

Moo preaunz,‘hly from guerrilla orgunizations, stating that the bodies of our countryzen

' ! were to be found in a oar, at A upecified vlace in the city. UWhen the nolice were

4 consulied, this information was categorieally dended; but nobedy velievzd anything

the Police caid any rore. Relatives and friends gaw their hoges diwinish by the

hour; but they were still unaware that Zelmor Hiencelind and Hector Guticrrez Rulz

had been murdered twenty-four hours ev..rlzar, and that their bodies had been “found” .
by the police, ' .

© e et s nn

On Suturdey, bay 22, the Gutierrez Rulz fanily wzited a1l duy on Pozadus sireet,
while %he Michelini fexily waited ot the Hotel Lilerty, for the investijsiors
waose arrival had deen arnouwnced by idnister Genercl Harguindeguy. when they
failed to wnve, Fargurita, one of the Idchelini da‘d,_:. ters, and Ire. Gutlerrsz
Ruiz sposered with witnsizes hefove Notary Public Cszur J. Ceriznl Cernsdas and -
prcpared twc vtﬁ,arate Gocurmits (Actas de Yanifestucidn, Frotosta y ¥otificacida)
in which they atigsted to the facis and requeated that the Minicter of the Interior -
be netified freraclly of the cawe, Having preza”en the netii‘icaticns, Yr, Ceviend
took them that efternoon to the Finistry of the Intsriori the officials Ia charge _
at the Hinisztsy relused io accest then, on the grounds t :.aﬁ “ihere vore ne office -
hwurs  oa Saturdeyd} they told Lr. Cerdiand to retuxn the follewing londay. :

Additionally, birs. Gutisrrerz Ruiz sent three telegrsms. Teo of thex, id ::tlcally
vorded, woere sent to the ldnister of the Interior and to you, wr. President; in

them, after descritiag once wrre the events in gquestien, she siated:

“dector Gutierrcz Ruiz is the Spiaker of the vmgwax; Cnauber of Deputies and a

leader of the Noilonal Furty, z traditicscl roliticsl party wnlch was born with
Ny the nation itself, Reliving an episode racuzrent throughout the history of the
S River rlate, our rasily vas obliged by politieal develosuents to move to irgentina

in Jure 1873; since then we have tried to seciurocaic for t‘ue hosplizlity ol the

Argeniine naticn oy conslying siriztly with our toral oblization not to fuie maaxd

in any uay in the politicuel life of ihe -ow‘tvy which gave us snelier. "In oy newe

.and in those ¢f =y Tive children, I beg you, hr. Fresident, to authorize a rapd

clarification of the factc whieh will mnmee it .ossible Tor the hesd of our house—

hold %o rejoin kis fauily.™
-«
at the szne tine, the wife of cur companion seat a telegraw to your wife, i, Pre-
sident, It vail the follswing: “lrs, Alicia Ruquel Bartridge de Videla., 3zlcarce . :
50. 1 beg you to interceds {on cur behalf) so thet every effort will te zmade 1o '
facilitzte the return of Gectur Cutisrres Duis, Spesler oi‘ the Uruguayan Cuusker v
of Deputias, to his wife, kis five childran amd the Christizn home that ws bave
maintained intzet in the widot of yoliticsl tuxweil, under the protucton aflorded
us By your genwrous Argtatime hoscitality. This felegram fs not intended fo be
public, Please God that ue mey Soon express our lifelong gratitude for rour assis~
tence., any thangs, Hatilde Rodrijues Larrets Qe Gutierrez uiz", '
“When Mrs. Gutierros returned home after tending to the above~mentioned affairs,
her friends vere waiting wu tell her that the body of her murdered husband had been
found, For two hours, all the city radio stations had been broadesating a conc
qué issued by the Federal rolice, inforrsng the public of the "discovery” of the
bodies. ¥You did not find 1t peceszary ¥o suever any of tue nessages which you
received. Ho authority or member of your povernoent oxpressed grief-or sresented
condoluices to tie relatives of these distinguishied guests of the Argentine dsgublic,
f.yreacherouuly murdered on your soil, Notody even theught of notifying the fazilies
‘of the victims, so thet tiey viuld be spared the wgulsn of recelnng the navs in
the streel, reading the headlmes or list cuma to the radio. The only response they
got from you, hr. President, wes notification thet the last telegram sent you wan
finally delivered om Hay 24, and that your wife, Sir, refused to receive the cne




adﬂrasseﬂ'to hex.

I have tried to.refrain from using adjectives until nouw; but nobody would hesitate
to deseride 25 "repulsive” the comauniqué issued ¥y the Yederal Police, 1t staies
the f3lloving: "Tue Argentine Federal Police anucunces tust yestexday (say 21), st
9:20 P, ap abandoned red Torine Coupe wac discovered at the intersection of Ferito
loreno and Uellepiane., In itc interior, vas the body of an individuzl of nasculine
sex, end upun inspec'ion of ths trwdr, three more bodies were Ievnd, one ferale, and
two pore rilen, oSxanination of the bodies permiited ideatifieation of three of
them &5 Zelzar Nichelini, Hecter Cutisrrss iz end Rosario del Caricen Tarredo de
Schrocder; the names of the victius coincided with-dhcse wmonticned in panghlets
found in the intorior of the vehicle, in wlich a subversive organizetioa claized
responsidbility for the cricag, The bodies were hamdeuffed aud bore nuirous bullete-
wounds. DParticipgating in the dizcovery were officials from tie 40th preeinct,

der the jurizaiction of Judre Ir. Alfredo Yarguardt (Jusc lacional de Yrimera
Instanciz en 1o Briminzl - Sorreccicasl), with the assistance of Doctour Reverto
Preller. & tribunal uas forced at the scene and the appresriate legal veasures
taken”,. As you can see, the wurderers atlempted io attrivube their criues to arzed
subversives, and tu link tite decad zen {o subversive growrs., I -uill nal even wotlux
te contenplate Such a possivility: not ope Gecent Uruguayan or argenbinz w.old ever
believe it periips for that very resason, ncbody, not even the authors cf ike con-
nunigné, cucse to €sell on tag matter,

4t yresent, tvo days after the avove-vited coumuniqué vas icsued and low that the
funcral vigils Tor our dear ones Lave ended, we s5till do not imow whzit the “appros-
priaste lzgel measures" ordered by Federal Julge Dr. larquerdt cight be; for no
police or court officiels have yet zrrivedi—zund we ducw Lhal none ever will——io
taxe any “messures" or to carry out either the “edimustive lovastigetion” suspossdly
initiated by Uinister Ceusrel Harpuinigpuy or the one which yow, nhir. Fresident,
anmeunced wiot you Nod crdcorod,  Uow Such Sinsler amd quicmil AV VISR Gul W uws
to take fingerarints end Ldsntify ke vietios ihan 1t was to texe those of their
Lmuréorers or--In the spsce of three long days——bo save husen 2ives! Iut I suppose,
Wz, Presicent, that nons of that aalieors wuch apy sore: nobody can bring our.con-
panions back tc 1ife; and you, Sir, and I wxd everyone else knov where their aur~
derers are. t

.

. R ’
I o not wic: to bother you eny longzr, or io distract you Iron mere weiZily concerss,
For that rasson, I will ot deserite the ernorcous difticultics th:t had o be over~
cone belore vie could recover the bodies of our loved omes; oy the sudden sense of

suty thet cvercece Yle rederal Judge, wlo éid in facy take "peasures™, not to -

.syprehecd the zurdercrs but to keen the bodies in custody inciead of rolcasing then
Yo their next of kin, tven alter the autepsiss had been completed; or the influence
that had to bte used and the stepas thut Lad fo be talken in order to obfain release
of ihe bodies. kor do I think i1t necessary to deseribe dn detzil the gpgressive and”

base treatoent accorded the relatives of the victizs at the police sltations; and
the threats which they received frou the police, who told thenm thet if they dared o
held funeral vigils, all those who came to pay thelr respscis would be filmed to
faeilitetve tucir identification. '

But T do vant to say scmething about the other two Uruguayans whose bodies were
"found" alongside those of our two friends. I 4id not know them. It is said that
they belonged o a guerrilla argenication; I have no way of knowing whether that is
true or net. But cven if it were true, it seems obvicus thait they were murdzred
-only as a wesns of linking our two friends with that guerrilla orgsnizstion, &nd
I wonder if this is not the moat dizgusting aspect of the wlwle sordid zifairs two.
humgn lives weve tasen for the sole purpose of dressing up a lie. Please God that
;he wrath of their aurdercr52§% looct widl respect the lives of their missing chile
ren, : ' -




The Argentine police wenf to look for me at my home a few hours &0, ‘I have not
.. Slept-tliere for several nights; and, as I said, I am about to seek asylun in the -
_ Emb.assy of a country vhose government respects itself, arnd for that rcason rearects
and protects human life. Wien the Licur of your own exile contizc—a3s you czn te
sure it will, General Videla——iI you seck rceiuge in Urvguay, a Urugtey Wi.05¢ des-
W;—a&am te in the hands of its sople, we will reccive you without
varzth and without wffection; but we will gunrantee you the protecticn wiich you
denied to those whose death we mourn today, . '
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