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REF: BUENOS AIRES 33u6

1, - ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY RYAN AGAIN DISCUSSED

TIEFFENBERG CASE WITH AMBASSADOR VAZQUEZ ON JUNE 4, _
VAZQUEZ SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED THE CASE WITH SEVERAL HIGH - =
LEVEL GOA OFFICIALS AND HAD STRESSED THE NEED FOR o
CLARIFICATION IN VIEW OF THE INTERESY OF INFLUENTIAL US
INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS IN TIEFFENBERG AND THE ANTI- ‘
SEMITIC ASPECTS OF THE CASE.

2. DR. JULIAN LEVI OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO CALLED
THE DEPARTMENT JUNE 4 TQ SAY THAT TIEFFENBERG S FATHER,
WHO IS NOW IN THE US, HAD JUST RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL
FROM HIS WIFE SAYING SHE HAD GONE TO THE BARRACKS WHERE
‘HER SON HAD BEEN: HELD AND KHAD BEEN TOLD THAT THERE WERE
NO-PRISONERS THERE. DR. LEV.I SAID HE WAS CONSIDERING
CALLING ON THE UNIVERSITY'S TRUSTEES, AN IMPRESSIVE
ROSTER -OF uUSs BUSINESS AND BANKING FIRMS, TU PUT PRESSURE
-ON THE GOA.
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3. PLEASE CONTINUE TQ FbLLOﬂ THIS CASE CAREFULLV.AND
REPQRT ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. IN ANY CONVERSATIONS YOU

'MAY HAVE WITH ARGENTINE OFFICIALS YOU MAY WISH TQ POINT

CGUT THAT THE ANTI-SEMITIC ASPECTS OF THE CASE COULD MAKE

'IT VERY DAMAGING TO ARGENTINA'S IMAGE. ROBINSON
Y .
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Lima, not rpt not consular cofficers, quickly spread word
thaf interviewers were hostile, regérded even "moderate"
leftist activity as disqualifying, and insulfed refugees.
Subsequent applicants then minimized political involvement
in Chile, or iltlver;'bed stories, in effort meet US standards,
but often thereby left themselves in position of appearing
to be only "economic" refugees and therefore alse failing
to qualify. UN rep thought we would get applications here
only from rank énd file refugees most of whom in no real
daﬁger in Argentinas, while more politically active ﬁho are
iﬁ danger either would not qualify for US parole or would
digdain to go to US on political grounds. He said UNHCR
would welcome a US proéram in any event, as it wﬁs becoming
extremely difficult to find any baven for such refugees.
10. We believe con balance that eventual establishment of
such a program might be useful in Argentina, if it included
selected Argentine parclees as well as Chiieans and other
refugees. We do not share rather negative assessment of UN
representative, and believe program could be implemented in
such a wa& as to take advanbtage of experience gained in
thlean parole prograh. It would be a humanitarian gesture
and might be welcomed by the GOA as way to reduce its burden
.of refugees. On other hand, it would be difficult to limit
program to very restricted numbers contemplated in Chilean
parole program when potential pool of applicants exceeds
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r 10,000 for non-Argentine refugees alone. Inherent restric-

tions of US immigration law and exclusion of "economie"
refugees would be likely create same disappointment of

expectations cited by UNHCR official. Program would also

of course reguire establishment in Buenos Aires of TDY
consular/ immigration group to run program, adding to our
security problem, ‘

. 11. There is not sufficient jus*bificatibn for a parole
brogram yet, and ther; may not be in future. Despite
cc;ﬁcern over the attacks on such figures as Torres, 7we do
not yet see a situation resembling that of Chile, where we
understand that most applicants for parole are under GQC
: . detention.. Few pobential applicants here are in custody.
Only if situation becomes much worse, and only if program
couid inelude Argenfines as well as foreign refugees,

could we recommend implementation of & parole program here,
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